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Motto 1

Edward P. Lazear, ,, ECONOMIC IMPERIALISM®, QJE, 2000:

,,Economics 1s not only a social science, it is a genuine science. Like the
physical sciences, economics uses a methodology that produces refutable
implications and tests these implications using solid statistical techniques. In
particular, economics stresses three factors that distinguish it from other social
sciences. Economists use the construct of rational individuals who engage in
maximizing behavior. Economic models adhere strictly to the importance of
equilibrium as part of any theory. Finally, a focus on efficiency leads
economists to ask questions that other social sciences ignore. These
ingredients have allowed economics to invade intellectual territory that was
previously deemed to be outside the discipline’s realm.*



Ekonomicky imperializmus
neoklasicke] ekondmie

Jedina ozajstna socialna veda (science), lebo pouziva
matematiku
Statistiku
dobre definované konstrukcie

Imperializmus

dovnutra - voci inym ekonomickym tradiciam
navonok - voci inym vedam o spolocnosti



Ekondmia nie je jedna -
viacero tradicii

behavioralna
inStitucionalna
keynesovska
klasicka
marxovska
neoklasicka
rakuska
rozvojova
schumpeterovska



Modely - klasickd mechanika 19. st.

Ulohy o viazanych extrémoch

* tvar retaze zavesenej na dvoch stlpoch:
minimalizacia potencialnej energie pri danej dlzke retaze
* spravanie sa spotrebitela (firmy):

maximalizacia Gzitku (zisku) pri danych prijmoch
(nakladoch)

diferencialny pocet a teda linearnost:
malé pri¢iny maju malé désledky



Predpoklady modelov (axiomy)

Klasickd mechanika (fyzika vSeobecne)

presne v sulade s redlnym svetom, zname z
predchadzajucich merani

odchylujuce sa od redlneho sveta, vieme (dost
dobre) odhadnut v com a o kolko

Neoklasicka ekonodmia
volené tak, aby sa dalo pocitat

nevieme (ani hrubo) odhadnut, v akom su vztahu k
realnemu svetu



Odmietnutelné implikacie

Implikacie modelov su kvalitativhe a zavislé od
predpokladov

1. ,Predpokladajme, ze plati A1, A2, A3,...,AN. Potom je
volny obchod medzi krajinami K1 a K2 vyhodny.”

2. ,Dokaz”
3. ,Implikacie pre politiku®

Ako odmerat?



Posun od fyziky k bourbakizmu od cca 1950

1. , Predpokladajme, ze plati A1, A2, A3,...,AN.
Potom existuje Pareto optimalna rovnovaha.”

2. ,Dokaz"
3. ,Implikacie pre politiku®

Co odmerat?



Statistické techniky

Klu€ovy predpoklad - Gaussovské rozdelenia

- v samotnej teorii

- pri spracovani dat

V realnom svete nie je Gaussovsky rozdelené
prakticky nic.

Uz vobec nie - prijmy, majetok, velkost firiem,
kolisanie cien, obrat firiem, dopyt po réznych
tovaroch,...



Sposob spracovania

Vsetko sa to€i okolo statistickej vyznamnosti, nie okolo
faktickej vyznamnosti.

_Uloha Y v regresii nie je statisticky vyznamna (pomer
signalu k Sumu je prilis (?) maly). Nemo6zeme potom
odmietnut hypotézu, ze spravna hodnota koeficientu Y je
nula.”

Aj ked'Y je povedzme zavislost mojich vydavkov od
mojho platu (fakticky urcite vyznamna).



Predmet skUmania

Teoretické konstrukcie
matematika, formalna logika,...

Realny svet
fyzika, chémia, biologia,...
histdria, sociologia, etnologia,...

vedy (sciences) - nezamienaju teoretické konstrukcie za redlny svet
Konstrukcie namiesto realneho sveta

neoklasicka ekonomicka teodria
scholastika,...



Motto 2

Richard Feynman, commencement address at the California Institute of
Technology, 1974

,,In the South Seas there 1s a cargo cult of people. During the war they saw
airplanes land with lots of good materials, and they want the same thing to
happen now. So they've arranged to imitate things like runways, to put
fires along the sides of the runways, to make a wooden hut for a man to sit
in, with two wooden pieces on his head like headphones and bars of
bamboo sticking out like antennas--he's the controller--and they wait for
the airplanes to land. They're doing everything right. The form is perfect. It
looks exactly the way it looked before. But it doesn't work. No airplanes
land. So I call these things cargo cult science, because they follow all the
apparent precepts and forms of scientific investigation, but they're missing
something essential, because the planes don't land.*



